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_ service day a 


Students, faculty and 
staff gather to 
remember and honor 
By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Editor-in-Chief 

On the ninth anniversary of the 
Sept. 11, terrorist attacks NECC stu- 


dents and staff members gathered at 
numerous local ‘sites to volunteer 


these generous donations/discounts, 
the day's success might not have been 
possible,” Crivaro said. 

One hundred NECC volunteers 
participated in this day of service at 
eight local agencies: Haverhill 
Firefighting Museum, Bradford 
Common, Haverhill Boys and Girls 


Club, The Rotary Club at First 


Landing Park, Emmaus House 
Family Shelter, Bread and Roses, 
Lawrence Boys and Girls Club, and 
the Merrimack Valley Habitat for 
Humanity. Some of the participants! 


Fairs offer insight 


College Life events 


are a success on both 


NECCT campuses 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


NECC held a series of events to 
welcome students on their first weeks 
of class. The events that had been 
organized by the Student 
Engagement Center were intended to 
enlighten new students as well as 
returning students on what groups 
and other extracurricular activities 
are available for them at the college. 

“We have a mixture of school 
departments and student clubs and 
organizations coming out today,” said 
Dina Brown, the head of the Student 
Engagement Center and also the 
main event organizer. “The aim is to 
recruit new members and also inform 
students about all the departments.” 

More than 40 tables with 
information from different 
departments and student organi- 
zations came out on Sept. 15 at 
the Haverhill campus in celebra- 
tion of the College Life Fair. 

In attendance was also a team 
from Fun Space, which offered 
freebies to students. 

“It was a fun day, raffles 
encouraged people to move 


Food Pantry at Sacred Heart Church 
in Bradford. This food pantry serves 
over 1,000 families each month. 
Over 300 bags were brought in and 
donated. : 

Last December, the college was 
awarded a $1000 grant through the 
Merrimack Valley General Fund to 
support the first NECC Day of 
Service and Remembrance to honor 
the memory of those directly impact- 
ed by Sept. 11, 2001. 

One condition of receiving the 
grant was they needed to get match- 


their time and help clean up ing dona- 
their community. CJ : tions or dis- 
Crivaro, professor of ; C 6 counts in 
Behavioral Sciences, put ees - the amount 
this entire day of service [tis important to remember and honor of an adi- 
e e t i 
tee While 1 coordinated  U20Se who lost their lives and those who = §/)6)"1°., 
the Day of Service, I was continue to fight for our freedom spring 
assisted along the way by —~ Sue MacAvo semester 
many other NECC staff y Y students 
members, including Jean and staff 
Poth and her office staff, Wa seer 6 


and Amy Kelly of the Student 
Engagement Center. In addition, 
donations or discounts were received 
from: Holland's flowers, Shoe City 
Hardware, Starbucks, Leisure Line, 
Cappellini's Italian Restaurant, Pizza 
Pro, Market Basket and BJ's. Without 


activities included yard work, paint- 
ing, building, restoration and general 
cleaning. 

In addition to volunteering the 
students were asked to donate a 
reusable grocery bag that would be 
donated to the Angelo Petrozzelli 


recruited by Crivaro to solicit dona- 
tions and discounts from local busi- 
nesses. 

Sue MacAvoy, athletic director, 
encourages all student athletes to par- 
ticipate in community service oppor- 
tunities. She hopes to develop the 


around and get information about 
different things in the college, 
“said Amadyson ‘Rafael, one of 
the students who attended the 
event. 

Students had a chance to walk 
through different tables getting 
stickers for a raffle that was 
going on for students to win free 
items from _ the Student 
Engagement Center. Prizes varied 
from t-shirts to an iPod Nano. 

At the Lawrence campus where 
the same College Life Fair was held 
on Sept. 20, different departments 
that have their programs at that cam- 
pus were represented. 

Departments like the criminal 
Justice and the respiratory care center 
had a chance to introduce their 
departments to new students. 

Shannon Sheltra who was in 
charge of the respiratory care table 
shared her thoughts about the no 
smoking rule that was introduced in 
the campus_last year. 

“It's becoming effective as 
time goes by, I haven't seen as 
many students smoke lately.“ 

The events that were mainly 
targeted to new students were 
successful as new students were 
able to learn about the clubs. 

“T have enjoyed the whole 
experience and I have learned a 
lot and also I have known what 
clubs and organizations are avail- 
able in this school,” said Jill 


Bencivenga, a first year student. 

Together with providing 
information to students the 
events were also meant for stu- 
dents to interact and meet new 
people. 

“This is an idea to bring students 
together in a fun way,” said Brown. 

First year and even returning 
students used this as an advan- 
tage to meet other students, fac- 
ulty and staff members as well as 
get to know what each club does 
and when each meeting is held on 
each campus. 

“It was a good day, I met new 
people, I made a lot of new 
friends and had a lot of fun and 
enjoyed a lot of the NECC activ- 
ities,” said Mary Sicard as she 
was waiting for an airbrush ban- 
ner from the Fun Space team. 

The event turned out to be 
successful judging by the amount 
of students that showed up and 
participated in the fun and games 
surrounding each campus. 

Students especially enjoyed the 
sticker raffle cards that were handed 
out, making their goal to fill their 
cards before their friends. 

“We had a lot of students at 
the Haverhill campus than we 
had here but that's always the 
case because the Haverhill cam- 
pus is bigger than the Lawrence 
campus, said Amy Kelly of the 
Student Engagement Center. 


big success 


photo by 


A group of NECC volunteers on the ninth anniversary 
of Sept. 11, at Bread and Roses in Lawrence. 


many skills students will need to be 
successful in their education and 
their careers. 

“T believe on 9/11 it is important 
to remember and honor those who 
lost their lives and those who contin- 
ue to fight for our freedom. The least 
we can do to honor them is help our 
friends and neighbors by volunteer- 


ing for a day. My hope, however, is 
that by being involved in today's 
service activities NECC student ath- 
letes will choose to become more 
involved, not only in the NECC com- 
munity, but more importantly their 
own communities,” said MacAvoy. 


continued on page 5 
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Good luck during 
your fall semester 


Slowly the leaves are changing and we 
all notice the chilly mornings and 
evenings telling us that summer is gone. 
We get back into our normal school year 
routines. Classes, clubs or other groups 
you belong to and then for most of us 
work. 

There are numerous opportunities to 
get involved on campus, many of which 
we talked about in our last issue. Getting 
involved is rewarding and also helps you 
meet a lot of new people. 

Meeting people makes being here on 
campus a lot more fun. It makes it so you feel 
as though you don’t have to run off of campus 
as soon as your classes are over. 

You never know you might even make 
some new life long friends. 

Another big plus about being involved is getting 
to know the faculty and staff on campus. 

Knowing them also makes being here a 
lot easier and for most helps you feel more 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


comfortable attending your classes. 

Even if you’re a person that doesn’t like to go out 
of their comfort zone and attend a meeting then stop 
by the next bake sale or other campus activity going 
on and donate money to a good cause or just check 
out other ways to help. 

As the weather gets colder and colder 
we may want to stay home in our nice 
warm beds instead of venturing out into 
the chilly weather, but remember that may 
not be your best decision. Especially 
when it comes time to take your finals. It 
always seems that you miss the most 
important class discussions on the days 
you really didn’t need to miss. 

Your professors probably won’t appreciate 
it either. 

With all that said, get involved, stay 
involved, meet new people, and go to class. 
You never know there might be a day when 
you really need to miss class and you used up 
all your absences on nothing. 

All of us here on the Observer staff 
would like to wish you a happy, healthy 
semester and good luck with everything. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


edt. br: 


Dennis Johnson 
Liberal Arts: Philosophy 
“Sometimes, you have to walk 


Shawn Eastman Louis Yarid _ Sige: 
Graphic Design Liberal Arts: History/Theater 


While we attempt to publish alll letters, “I take the bus, I don’t want to “Obviously, 'theré aren’t enough 


we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. but, it’s okay.” deal with this issue.” spaces.” 
28 28W COL ite 
The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, : dtecrot ce et 


College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. an 


NECC Observer Sept. 22,2010 Page3 


e parking woes of students 


The faculty Park in 
the student parking 
lot, leaving no spots 


By Hore M. Hunt 
Copy Editor 


Commuting to Northern Essex 
Community Collegé’s Haverhill 
campus is usually a no-worries 
affair, but this semester being a 
commuter is proving to have its 
setbacks, as finding a parking 
space in the Spurk Parking lot, 
otherwise known as the C-lot, is 
"proving to be an arduous task. 
Since Sept. 8, the first day of 
classes, many students arrived at 
campus only to find that the C-lot 
was not only full, but overflow- 
ing as several commuters opted 
to park alongside the road lead- 
ing to C-lot’s only exit which 
leads to Kenoza Street. 
“It’s (C-lot) stuffed like a 
turkey,” said Justin Doherty, a current 
NECC student, explaining the state 
of the C-lot. - 

I have witnessed this parking 
nightmare first-hand, and admittedly 
I was panicked by the prospect of 
being unable to procure a legitimate 
parking space. Upon the realization 
that there were no available spaces in 
Clot I proceeded to exit the lot, 
where I w itnessed | the cars parked 
alongside the road getting tagged by 

campus security. 
Bill Blouin, chief officer of cam- 


pus security, advises students to, 
“park in the Tech. Center lot, there 
are about 700 spots there.” 

Blouin also explained that it was 
merely warnings that were adminis- 
tered to the “illegally” parked cars. If 
drivers accumulate more than two 
warnings for parking illegally it 
becomes a disciplinary issue, which 
is then taken up with Nita 
Lamborghini, dean of discipline. 

Personally, I think administering warn- 
ings on the first day of classes was petty, as 
there must be some sort of oversight 
responsible for this parking nightmare. 

Perhaps enrollment has doubled, 
or perhaps we needn’t look further 
than the half-empty faculty lot for a 
clue as to why C-lot is overflowing. 

I spoke with three faculty 
members, who admitted to hav- 
ing parked in C-lot, two of the 
faculty members cited absent 
mindedness as a primary factor, 
and assured that it would not 
happen again. While, one faculty 
member explained that she sim- 
ply parks closest to where her 
classes are. 

How many other faculty 
members are occupying stu- 
dent spaces, while possessing 
the opportunity to park in a 
lot which is off-limits to the 
student body? 

“You need to strategically plan 
when you come to campus,” said 
Maria Ferrandi, a NECC student, 
who went on to explain that park- 
ing in the lot near the Tech. 
Center would also alleviate park- 
ing woes. 


Chantal McGovern Photo 


Students often are greeted by endless rows of cars, partly due to the fact that pro- 
fessors use the C-building parking lot and not their own. 


On a few occasions , I have 
resorted to parking in the Tech. 
Center lot, but a majority of my 


’ classes are in the C building, and 


it’s an annoyance having to walk 
more than I’d prefer to get to 
class, but it’s doable. 


In addition to the lack of legitimate’ 


parking spaces and the excess of cars, stu- 


dents are also annoyed with C-lot’s overall 
set-up, as it possesses only one exit, which 
is easily inundated with traffic in a matter 
of minutes. 

“Tt takes so much longer than it should 
to get out of here,” said Elyse Woodbury, 
a NECC student, who is one of the many 
students, including myself; that are frus- 
trated with the C-lot. 


However, as irritating as the park- 
ing situation is I see no immediate 
resolution other than being both flex- 
ible and tolerant. 

Being flexible enough to under- 
stand we might have to park in the 
Tech. Center lot, and tolerant enough 
to understand that exiting C-lot might 
take 10 to 15 minutes. 


New adviser says hello to NECC 


To the editor: 

As the new adviser for the 
Observer, I'm writing to introduce 
myself to the campus community. 

I'm pretty excited to be taking on 
this role at an award-winning news- 
paper with a stellar reputation. I hope 
_ to guide the staff in putting out a pub- 
lication that continues to live up to 
that reputation. 

As a Merrimack Valley native I 
am particularly pleased to now be 
working with the students at 
Northern Essex Community College. 
I've also become an adjunct faculty 
member, currently teaching journal- 
ism and copy editing. 

A bit about me: I've worked as a 
journalist for nearly nine years. I've 
been a writer and editor for weekly 


and daily newspapers in Maine,. 


Massachusetts, New Hampshire and 
Alabama. 
I earned a master's degree as a 
Knight Fellow in Community 
falism through a partnership 
le Anniston Star news- 
paper and the University of 
Alabama. I, shold. ay bachelor's 
degree from Hampshire, ine 
in Amherst. * eye) 
My first journalism job was as 
a reporter/photographer for the 
St. John Valley Times in 
Madawaska, Maine. Working for 
this small weekly in rural north- 


ern Maine, where I would even- 
tually become managing editor, I 
was lucky to learn from a dedi- 
cated and passionate publisher 


who taught me the. fundamentals 


of community journalism. 

We put out a paper each week that 
reflected the community and spoke in 
a voice unique to that place. I believe 
the Observer does this too, for the 
NECC community. 

As an editor I've enjoyed mentor- 
ing young reporters and I look for- 
ward to doing much more of that as 
adviser-here. 

I'm still a practicing journalist - 
I'm the editor of the Newburyport 
Current weekly newspaper and I 
know the invaluable real world expe- 
rience the students will gain from 


having to deal with all the ins and 
outs of production each Observer 
issue. It's wonderful to watch stu- 
dents put out a publication as they 
learn and practice new skills. They 
also learn about themselves and their 
campus in the process. 

I believe journalism offers students a 
unique way to develop many skills - from 
writing to editing to interpersonal commu- 
nication. It helps them learn about current 
events, politics, history, and how to be 
involved citizens. 

Every time the students put out an 
issue of the Observer they are putting 
into practice the skills they are learn- 
ing in the classroom. 

It is a learning and teaching tool, 
which plays a vital role in the jour- 
nalism curriculum. I believe one 


learns journalism best by doing it, 
and the Observer allows students to 
practice the craft. As an adviser I 
believe in letting the students have 
ownership of the newspaper. They 
write, edit and produce each issue. It 
won't always be perfe¢t, but they will 
learn from their mistakes, too. 

The Observer also has another 
important role to play. It is the inde- 
pendent voice of the students and 
should be the place students, staff 
and the wider community can turn 
for news. 

The Observer observes and docu- 
ments life at NECC. It reports on the 
issues that affect students. It chroni- 
cles campus life, arts and entertain- 
ment, important new developments 
and the interesting people who make 


L ‘We want to hear ae SAL 


inion columns 


up the college. 

Through its popular opinions section it 
also allows students to voice their thoughts 
on issues big and small, local and interna- 


* tional. The student newspaper should be 


where the campus community can tum to 
read about itself, to be informed and enter- 
tained. 

I'm pleased to be already working 
with a dedicated, motivated and tal- 
ented staff. 

I'm still learning the ropes here and 
I thank former adviser Amy Callahan 
for her guidance. She left a legacy of 
excellence in her 10 years of service 
as adviser. I am also well aware of 
the others - especially journalism 
department pioneer Elizabeth Amold 
and the previous staff - who left a 
strong tradition of community jour- 
nalism to follow. 

Please get in touch if you have any 
thoughts, suggestions, criticisms, or 
just want to say hello. 

You can help make this news- 
paper reflect the NECC commu- 
nity by sending news tips, story 
ideas and contributions, includ- 
ing columns and letters. 


Thanks, 
Mary Jo Shafer 


Journalism professor and NECC 
Observer adviser 
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The heartache of online classé 


Online classes 
appear simple, but 
they re heartbreaking 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


The topic of 
online courses 
is a tender sub- 
@ ject for me to 


online 
caused 
my eyes to 
i become teary 
PE 2 | and spirit to be 
weepy on several occasions. 

Therefore, shall I become overly 
dramatic, please excuse my foolish- 
ness. 

Our romance began on the fateful 
day of May 22, when we came face 
to screen for the first time. I thought 
for a scholastic website its appear- 
ance was appealing, I will admit that 
I was interested. ; 

After this first meeting, we start- 
ed spending about an hour together 
each day. 

My online class always had nice 
things to say to me like I was a “10 
out of 10”. 

In addition, my online class 
allowed me to “hang out” with it 
when I wanted to. It was wonderful 
and nice, different from other classes, 
not as self-centered. 

However, around mid-June our 
honeymoon stage was over. My once 
pleasant, adorable online class started 
constantly nagging. 

It would do little things like not 
allow me to watch poorly produced 
educational videos. It also kept ask- 


ing me if I trusted it, every single 
time I logged on. 

At first, I figured it was a comput- 
er virus or maybe it was just PMS. 

However, things got worse and it 
demanded more of my attention. 
Sometimes, it forced me to spend 
more than four hours with it per day. 

Every time we saw each other it 
would constantly remind me of my 
deadlines. Trust me, once you say 
something fifty times, the majority of 
the chances are that I got the memo. 

Soon the once loving relationship, 
had taken a turn for pure misery. I 
was reluctant to invest so many hours 
into something that made my life 
stressful. 

Plus, it forced me to take ridiculous 
quizzes on fifty page reading assign- 
ments, Seriously, I have never met 
anyone with the desire to read about 
the organs of the human body. 

Suddenly, the idea of a convenient 
way to boost my GPA with my online 
class did not seem so simple after all. 

Plus, my. online class grew increas- 
ing bitter like giving me a 55 out of 
100 on quizzes. 

Once, I even wanted to part ways 
with my online course. It was only 
once though, I swear. However, I fig- 


-ured after putting so much time into 


something, why should I give up on 
it. 

In August, our relationship ended. 
Thank God! 

Apparently, my online class did 
not like me as much either because it 
gave me a “B”. 

After our relationship ended, I must 
admit my first online class left a last- 
ing impression on me. 

Sometimes, I still remember the 
late nights of stressed thoughts. 

However, most people believe that 
with every relationship you learn a 


Black tape 
book scam 


Store sells books not 
meant for resale 


By JOSH PELTONOVICH 
Correspondent 


In these hard economic 
times every cent counts. After 
tuition which is reasonable, 
plus the extra charges, fees 
and health insurance’ the 
books are the final blow. 

Buying books for school can 
be a astronomical fee. 

However, most professors are 
considerate and make accommoda- 
tions for students by requiring only 
the most crucial text for class. 

On the second day of journal- 
ism class, I asked my professor 
why the syllabus assigned home- 
work and the textbook chapters 
were different 

I had a textbook with 
black tape on the side and 
at least half the class also 
had the same black masked 
book too. 


Whereas, the other half of the 
class had the Lamborghni edition 
for all intensive purposes. 

After a fellow student peeled 
the black masking tape off, final- 
ly the truth was revealed and it 
wasn't No.34 Paul Pierce. 

It was a free edition copy 
of a book being disguised as a 
used copy for the hearty fee of 
$42.60. 

Underneath the black tape 
it clearly reads "Examination 
Copy, This text was provided 
free to an instructor for adop- 
tion consideration and use". ’ 

On the brim of the book in 
bold black letters it states: "NOT 
FOR RESALE". 

They try to justify their 
actions by putting a yellow used 
book sticker on it with a recycle 
reference, like charging me a 
extra $42.60 is going to save the 
planet. 

I'd expect such tricks from a 
used car salesman, but not a col- 
lege bookstore. 

In the end I still pay $42.60 
and they receive a major profit. 


lesson. In this case, I learned impor- 
tant life skills like how to pretend to 
word everything to appear I am inter- 
ested. 

Although, the relationship with my 
first online class was damaged to say 
the least, I.decided not to give up on 
online classes. 


Therefore, I decided to give anoth- ~ 


er online class a try, two in fact. What 
can I say? Maybe I am stupid or over- 
ly passionate. 

Needless to say, everything is going 
fantastic! 

Actually, I am being completely 
sarcastic. 

Things are going horribly; I have 
already contemplated breaking up 
with one online class. 

In fact, | imagine our breakup con- 
versation would be something like 
this: 

“Why do you have to be so diffi- 
cult?” I would say. 

“Me difficult! You never spend 
anytime with me anymore,” the 
Internet domain would state. 

“Do you honestly believe I have 7 
hours to be with you everyday? I 
have to go to work because you 
require high-speed internet! Plus, 
sometimes I want to spend time with 
my friends,” I would say infuriated. 

“As long as we’re together you 
can’t -spend time with them. 
Anyways, you can go onto Facebook 
and see them,” it would say. 

“Guess what, I’m always on 
Facebook when we’re talking!” I 
would say, my voice starting to rise. 

“Really? I knew you were with 
another online course. But, this, this 
drastically changes things,” It would 
yell. 

“And, I go onto YouTube, too!” I’d 
admit. 

“Get out! Get out! You dirty (exple- 


pre 


~~ 
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After a few weeks, online classes turn into a nagging, 
frustrating significant other. ; 


tive deleted),” It would scream. 

Of course, if we were going to 
breakup, the late nights afterwards 
would be the hardest. 

At first, I would only be focusing on 
the superficial, petty factors. For 
example, the lost income and all the 
potential shopping sprees. 

However, it doesn’t matter how 
many times I imagine our breakup 


because I could never go through 
with it. 

Therefore, I am stuck in a world of 
misery again, with two nagging 
online classes. : 

Now I am wishing I was with my 
first/former online class. 

Needless to say, by the end of this 
semester, I am going to be in some 
serious need for professional help. 


Respect the goodies" 


The people that run 
bake sales deserve 
respect 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


There is-nothing I love more than 
entering the C-building lobby on a 
sullen, overcast morning, only to dis- 
cover the holy grail of goodies, the 
bake sale. 

Even though I know I shouldn't, I 
can't resist breaking a ten-dollar bill 
and purchasing a mouthwatering 
brownie or any delectable item cov- 
ered in chocolate. 

Bake sales are supposed to be joy- 
ous and bring out the better side of 
individuals. 

Yet, last year while fulfilling my 
sweet tooth I noticed several cos- 
tumers who were extremely rude to 
the people running the bake sales. 

For example, many people took 
items without paying for them. 

In fact, last year I witnessed a per- 
son taking three cookies without pay- 
ing a dime for them. Not one, but 
three! 

Also, sometimes people will walk 
by and say extremely rude things. 
Last year during the Haiti fundraiser 
someone said “Didn’t they recieve 


enough money already?”. 

Everytime a rude person does 
something like this, the organization 
is put down, along with the people 
who believe in it. 

Something many students don't 
understand is all the hours of work 
that goes into planning and organiz- 
ing an event such as a bake sale. 

The leaders of clubs work hours on 
end organizing bake sales, gathering 
materials for the event and often miss 
class to work the table. 

“Never mind, the night before the 
bake sale, which includes them slav- 
ing over a hot oven. 

Even if they are making cupcakes 
and cookies from store bought mixes, 
the work is still difficult, especially 
when they have other priorities. 


MCT Campus Photo 

Plus, they must pay for the supplies 
from their own pocket. Honestly, 
what kind of college student has 
$84.38 to spare? 

The leaders of bake sales, are also 
busy with school and work. They do 
not have spare time to make people 
free cookies. 

We should start showing»more 
respect and stop treating bakersales 
as though it is a oppurtimity. to con- 
sume free food, srry 4) ter 

_ Bake-salesjare held by clubs to 
raise: awareness, for their purpose as 
well as money toward their good 


PAUSExs ior iy 
» therefore, the next time you see a 


bake, sale, make sure to treat the 
cause and the people with respect. 
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NECC service day a big success 


continued from page I 


Linda Desjardins, a professor in 
the English department, volunteered 
at the Haverhill Firefighting 
Museum. She did some outdoor work 
landscaping and indoor work paint- 
ing, vacuuming, mopping and dust- 
ing all the old fire equipment. 

“The dust was very, very thick as 
this is a task that probably hasn't been 
done in some time. It was really fas- 
cinating to be able to step beyond the 
velvet ropes and actually climb up 
onto the equipment and dust it. I sat 
in the drivers seat, cranked an old 
siren, rang a bell, and swallowed a 
ton of dust. So did all the students 
working there. But we enjoyed it and 
learned a lot.” Desjardins said of her 
experience there. 

Over at another site located in 
Bradford was Mare Mannheimer, 
professor of Art and Design. He was 
at the Bradford common along with 
other faculty member, Ginger Hurajt. 
They did a lot of landscaping work 
filling up about seven bags of leaves. 

Mannheimer says, “I felt it was 
very good helping my community (I 
live in Bradford) on this day of 
remembrance. Making 9/11 a 
National day of service is/would be a 


wonderful way to remember those 
lost in the tragedy of that day. It was 
also encouraging to see so many of 
our students participating as this fur- 
thers the act of community service 
when so many younger people do 
this non-selfishly!” 

Eva Caraballo, a student volun- 
teer, was at the Lawrence Boys and 
Girls Club that Saturday. Her duties 
included removing and pulling out all 
the weeds from the garden, bushes 
and lawn in front of the building. 
“After volunteering and seeing how 
beautiful the front of the building 
looked with all the clean tree bushes, 
it made me feel really good knowing 
that the time that I put in to this small 
project made a difference. I had a 
great experience and the administra- 
tor said we did a great job, that the 
trees looked great because the land- 
scape was so clean. I had a great 
time.” 

The day turned out to be a great 
success for all the volunteers. The 
agencies that they volunteered for 
were thrilled with the outcome. On 
behalf of the First Church of Christ, 
which maintains the Bradford 
Common, Peter Mills said, “What a 
great day! What a wonderful group of 
people, please pass along my thanks 


“If you don’t 


Lady Gaga speaks 
out for gay rights in 
New England 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


The “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
policy was set to come before the 
U.S. Senate this week as part of a 
defense spending bil. 

: The law that was passed by 

Congress in 1993, demands the dis- 
charge of openly gay, lesbian or 
bisexual service members. 

Speaking at a rally in Portland 
Maine, Monday, one of the major 
activists, against DADT, Lady Gaga 
_ said she was proposing a new law 
called “If you don't like it go home,” 
which would remove the homopho- 
bic straight soldiers from the mili- 
tary instead of the gay soldiers. 

According to CNN Gaga told 
the fired up crowd, “If you are not 
honorable enough to fight without 
prejudice, go home.” 

Gaga appeared at the rally in 
Portland, Maine, in what is believed 
to be a target at the state’s two Republican 
senators. 

Without the support of the Maine 
Republican senators who both oppose the 
policy, Democrats are unlikely to muster 
the 60 votes needed to proceed with the 
debate on the Defense Authorization 
Plans%s0 - 

The imajority of the Republicans are 
united against it whereas a majority of the 
Democratic party is for the repeal of the 


law that has led to more'than'14,000 serv- - 


ice members being fired" <8 {low 
Under this amendment, repeaP would 

await the report of the Workmg"Group 

established by the Defense Departmént 


The Working Group is studying how 
to best implement the repeal, not whether 
‘Don’t Ask, Don’t tell” should be 
repealed. 

The Repeal will become effec- 
tive 60 days after the President, 
Secretary of Defense and Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs certify that new 
regulations have been prepared. 

According to a survey, conduct- 
ed by Zogby International in 2006 
73 percent of military personel said 
they were comfortable around les- 
bians and gays. 

According to Servicemembers Legal 
Defense Network, the younger genera- 
tions, those who fight America’s 21st cen- 
tury wars, largely don’t care about 
whether someone is gay or not. 

President Obama had promised to 
repeal the law but his adminstration has 
said any repeal of the law wont be imple- 
mented until the after the Pentagon com- 
pleted a review of its impact on the armed 


forces, according, to BBC. 
The Pentagon had reported 
that 75 percent of young 


Americans are ineligible to serve 
in the military because of inade- 
quate education, criminal 
records or weight problems and 
yet qualified, smart, law-abiding 
and fit youths who want to serve 
are being excluded merely 
because of their sexual orienta- 
tion. : 

The Service Members Legal 
Defense Network states, “More 
than two dozen countries allow 
gays to serve openly.” 

The U.S. and Turkey are the 
only two NATO counties that 
still have bans in place. 

Studies of the militaries in 
Australia, Israel, Great Britain 
and Canada have shown open 
service to have no adverse effect 
on enrollment or retention. 


photo by CJ Crivaro 


NECC volunteers in Lawrence on the ninth anniversary of Sept. 11, take a break 
from working at Habitat for Humanity located at 100 Parker Street. 


of behalf of the trustees.” 

Crivaro was happy with the 
turnout, “The day was even more 
successful than I could have hoped 
for. It was a wonderful and special 


way to spend and honor the day. 
Volunteers were early arriving to the 
Technology Center (our starting 
point), attitudes were positive and 


enthusiasm was high.” 


Crivaro is hoping there will be 
another Day of Service next year. She 
said there is already discussion going 
around about a second annual day. 


like 1t go home” 


Courtesy photo 


Lady Gaga is shown on Youtube speaking out against the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
policy that the military is currently enforcing. 


Today at least 66,000 
serving on active duty are 
gay along with one million 
veterans in the U.S., accord- 
ing to the Urban Institute. 

Currently the issue is up 
in the ai, being only one part 


of the National Defense 
Authorization Act. 

On Tuesday, Sept. 21, the 
Senate was to vote on 


whether or not they are going 
to debate the policy along 
with many other issues. 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill cam- 


pus. This log covers incidents 
between Sept. 10 to Sept. 20 


Friday Sept. 10- Monitor 
Theft in Student Center 
9:00 p.m. 


Tuesday Sept. 14- In dash 
car radio theft in lot #4 
6:00 p.m. 


Wednesday Sept. 15- Face 
plate of a radio taken in lot 
#7 2:00 p.m. 
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New York mosque given green lis 


Cultural Center to be 
built two blocks from 
Ground Zero 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Editor-in-Chief 


Anyone that has been paying any 
attention to the news lately is aware 
of the battle going on about the build- 
ing of the. 13 story Cordoba House 
Project, the Islamic cultural center 
and mosque, near the World Trade 
Center site. 

There is a heated debate gomg on 
around the world as to whether or not peo- 
ple agree with it being built or not. 

Some people are saying that it is 
a “Victory Mosque,” meaning that 
the mosque is built at a site of a 
Muslim victory over an enemy. 

Signs have been seen at the 
protests saying, “A mosque at ground 
zero spits on the graves of 9/11 vic- 
tims. Stand up America.” 

According to BBC, Newt 
Gingrich, former U.S. House 
Speaker, said, "Nazis don't have the 
right to put up a sign next to the 
Holocaust museum in Washington. 


We would never accept the Japanese 
putting up a site next to Pearl Harbor. 
There is no reason for us to accept a 
mosque next to-the World Trade 
Center." 

The most radical opposition was 
by Pastor Terry Jones at the non- 


denominational Dove World 
Outreach Centre in Gainesville, 
Florida. 


He made an announcement saying he 
was going to be buming copies of the 
Koran on Sept. 11. He strongly disagrees 
with the notion that violent extremists 


make up only a tiny proportion of © 


Muslims. According to BBC he said, 
“Islam does what Islam teaches.” 
President Obama defends the controversial 
plans to build the mosque near Ground Zero. 
Obama said during his speech at the Muslim Iftar 
dinner, celebrating Ramadan, at the White House’ 
that, “Muslims have the same night to practice 
their religion as anyone else. Our commitment to 
religious freedom must be unshakeable.” 
President Obama along with New 
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg are 
not the only prominent politicians to 
publicly voice their opinions. ~ 
Alaska Governer Sarah Palin 
wrote that "to build: a mosque at 
Ground Zero is a stab in the heart of 


New local 
college open 


Recently opened 
local, affordable 
senior college 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Editor-in-Chief 


The American College of History 
and Legal Studies is a new senior col- 
lege located at 1 Stiles Road in 
Salem, NH. This school allows 
NECC students to obtain their bache- 
lors degree affordably and receive a 
degree that will allow them to com- 
pete with anybody in today's market- 
place. 

ACHLS has an articulation agree- 
ment with NECC, which makes trans- 
ferring your credits easy. It is a senior 
college, which means it only offers 
junior and senior year undergraduate 
education. It is the only one that 
teaches U.S. history exclusively. 

In order to transfer to ACHLS as 
part of the articulation agreement you 
need to have earned at least 60 cred- 
its, 34 of which are general education 
and have a GPA of 2.7 or higher at the 
time they receive their associate's 
degree. 

They offer four specific areas of 
study for students who decide they 
don't want to go into law. They are: 
the history of civil rights, the history 
of urban growth and immigration, the 
history of American foreign relations 
and the lessons of American history. 

The method of teaching is by a 
combination of Harkness Method of 


discussion and the Socratic method. 
They provide small class sizes that 
allow interaction with the faculty. The 
education stresses critical thinking 
and analysis and makes students 
become better writers and more fluent 
public speakers. 

The tuition is very affordable at 
only $10,000 per year. ACHLA is 
now accepting applications for the 
fall 2011 semester from students who 
have completed at least two years of 
college, and have a minimum of 60 
credits completed- and who want to 
major in history and legal studies. 

Representatives from the college 
will be on the Haverhill campus Oct. 
5 and 12, Nov. 10 and 17, and Dec. 9 
and 16. They will be on the Lawrence 
campus on Oct. 4 and 18, Nov. 16 and 
30, and Dec. 8 and 15. 

While the representatives are on 
campus they will be handing out 
entry forms for the soon to be 
announced ACHLS essay contest, 
which offers cash prizes of $1,000, 
$500, and $250. 

ACHLS will be having five open 
houses all from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
the following dates: Oct. 27, Nov. 10 
and 17, and Dec 9 and 16. At the open 


houses you will be allowed to tour the - 


facility, sit in on classes, and meet 
with the professors and other staff 
members. 

For students interested in this you 
can visit www.achls.org or e-mail 
info@achls.org, or contact Associate 
Dean Maureen Mooney at (603) 458- 
5145. 


Cauthéey photo 


Location two blocks away from World Trade Center site where the Cordoba House 
project, the Islamic cultural center and mosque, is going to be built. 


the families of the innocent victims 
of those horrific attacks". 

Some politicians and even citi- 
zens are questioning where the 
money that is going to be used to 
build the mosque comes from. 

.Republican Congressman Peter 
King and the Republican candidate 
for governor of New York, Rick 


Lazio, are trying to conduct an inves- 
tigation into the funding for the 
mosque. Mayor Bloomberg turned 
down the request saying that this 
would be “un-American. F 
After months, of this on-going debate 
about whether or not this site should be 
used, a decision was finally made. The site 
is going to be allowed to be tumed into a 


cultural center. 

The center will contain a gym, 
auditorium, exhibition and educa- 
tional space and a mosque. 

Although there were strong opin- 
ions coming from both sides the first 
amendment won. Freedom of reli- 
gion beat out any other argument that 
people tried to make. 


Just 2'A hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is a 


student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 


Our majors include nationally 


ranked programs in arts and 


sciences, business, health sciences 


and communications. And we're 
committed to using the credits 
you ve already earned. Visit 


www.quinnipiac.edu to see 


why Quinnipiac is your next 


step toward a bachelor’s degree 


and the career you want. 


FALL OPEN HOUSE DATES 
Sept. 25, Oct. 16 and Nov. 13 


sU2C Raises $80 
Million in their fight 
against cancer 


~ Stand Up To Cancer 2010, a 
‘national broadcast that stormed over 
the airwaves on Friday September 
| Eth, has raised ee million and 


It oe Bene Sawyer, and Brian 
| Williams, was simulcast live and 
| eeenenetal free on more than 15 


id HBO. Mong with the hour long 
telecst a half-hour preshow and post 
‘show were made available online. 
Celebrities of all fields helped 
lead the charge against the disease, 
which kills 1,500 Americans every 
day. Movie stars like Denzel 
Washington and George Clooney, TV 
actors such as Emily Deschanel and 
|/Sofia Vergara, musicians with per- 
‘formances from greats like Stevie 
| Wonder and Herbie Handcock, and 
athletes like Kareem Abdul-Jabar all 
‘answered phones and many shared 
their own personal stories of how the 
_ disease has effected their lives. 
| While the speeches and music 
‘performances were nice, the high- 
lights of the show were focused on 
|the true heroes. Cancer survivors and 
‘the leading scientists got the well- 
| deserved spot light. With segments 
‘like bringing out 46 mothers of can- 


what their children went through, and 
| 
| 


End o 


| Halo: Reach marks 
the end of Bungie s 


involvement in Halo 


By Curis McMULLEN 
_ Arts & Entertainment Editor 


10 years ago the project Halo: 
Combat Evolved was announced to 
the gaming world. In this last decade 
the name Halo has become a house- 
/hold name. The Halo franchise is a 
juggernaut in the entertainment 
‘industry. In 2001, along with the 
launch of Microsoft's Xbox, Halo: 
Combat Evolved was released to the 
world. Halo quickly became the flag- 
ship game of the console, and its 
‘main character Master Chief became 
the unofficial mascot. Halo: Combat 
Evolved did what no other game 
could at the time, successfully bring 
‘the first person shooter to the home 
console. In 2001 the first person 
shooter, a game type which lies heav- 
‘ily on shooting mechanics and where 
the player see through the main char- 
acter's eyes, had always been on the 


console videogame controller 
uldn't eyer seem to compete with 
e accuracy and smoothness of the 
C. Now nine years later, the first 
‘person shooter ie videogames are 
some of the highest of selling games, 
with the Halo franchise sitting near 
‘the top. 
In 2004, Halo 2 came out and 
\ added online multiplayer. Now bud- 


‘cer victims, heads shaved to signify..“Being able to 


PC. Using the clunky analog sticks of 
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videos of people who are currently. 
fighting cancer and the science that is 
saving their lives, it was nearly 
impossible to watch the full hour 
without crying at least once. 

The one thing that separates 
Stand Up to Cancer from other 
organizations is that its money goes 
to grants for young and _ brilliant 
minds with new ideas and groups of 
researchers called “Dream Teams”. 


research Dream Teams in their fight 
against this disease was thrilling, as 
was introducing the scientists to our 
viewers. These men and women 
work 24/7 trying to end cancer, often 
with very little public recognition, so 
we were really pleased to have them 
onstage for the show's close. But 
make no mistake, cancer is a crisis, a 
disaster and we must do more urgent- 


ly.” 


oO fa SS 


One out of three women and one in 
every two men will be diagnosed in their 


lifetimes. 


— Sue Schwartz 


These Dream Teams are made up of 
top scientists from universities and 
research centers all over the country, 
which normally would be competing 
with one another instead of working 
together. 

Each of these Dream Teams is 
tasked to one specific type of cancer, 
such as one group is focused solely 
on pancreatic cancer, a cancer that is 
one of the least researched, while 
another one is focused on defining 
the different types of breast cancer 
and how to treat them. 

“So many people from all across 
the country shared with us how 
they've been affected by cancer,” said 
Laura Ziskin, SU2C co-founder, 
executive producer of the Sept. 10 
broadcast, and a cancer survivor. 
share tangible 
progress being made by the SU2C 


“Survivors from all walks of life 
-- celebrities, political figures, sports 
stars, young and old -- participated in 
a poignant segment called 'Cancer 
Doesn't Care' illustrating the degree 
to which cancer touches us all,” said 
SU2C co-founder Sue Schwartz. 
"One out of three women and one in 
every. two men will be diaenosed in 
their lifetimes." 

By December over half a million 
Americans will have died from this 
disease this year alone, making it the 
leading cause of death this year. 

The television event may be over, 
but the war is still raging on. Don't sit 
and watch, the March of Dimes was 
started during the Great Depression 
and lead to the vaccine for polio, 
stand up to cancer. Watch the telecast 
if you missed it on the main page, 
standuptocancer.org. 


a Titan 


brought a huge surge of subscribers 
to Microsoft's Xbox Live service, and 
was being played even well after the 
next generation Xbox 360 released. 
Halo 3 was released in 2007, its 
release was the most successful 
launch of an entertainment title in 
history at the time. On its first day 
alone, over one million online match- 
es were played and since then over a 
billion matches have been logged. 
Last year saw the release of two Halo 
games; Halo Wars, the first and so far 
only real time strategy version of 
Halo, and Halo: ODST, a squad based 
first person shooter which did not 
have well known and loved Master 
Chief. Earlier this year Bungie, the 
creators of Halo, announced it would 
be leaving Microsoft and the Halo 
franchise to join the Activision 
Blizzard inc. Halo: Reach is Bungie's 
swan song. While the Halo franchise 
will go on without them, the studio 
put everything it had to make this last 
game their best. 

Like action cinema, the Halo 
franchise has come a long way. 
Master Chief was the typical action 
hero, a giant among men who was 
cool and calm as he faced down an 
army of enemy aliens known as the 
Covenant. Now a much more realis- 
tic, almost surreal dark undertone sets 
the tone of the latest Halo game, 
Halo: Reach. For those who don't 
know the story of the Halo games, 
Reach is the name of the planet that 
the Covenant first invaded and was a 
precursor to the war to come. The 

pening of Reach shows you the 
aftermath of what will happen to 


ies who played together on the-same——Reach, adding a sense of urgency and 


t in their college days could play 


helplessness to the player as they 


ainst each other from the comfort know whatever they do in the game 


f their own homes. Halo 2 alone 


this is what will happen to the world 


they will soon come to see as beauti- 
ful. Halo: Reach is a prequel to the 
original Halo trilogy, depicting what 
happened on Reach before its 
destruction. The game follows Nobel 
Team, a special ops squad of 
Spartans, superhuman soldiers creat- 
ed by science. You play Nobel 6, a 
replacement fora recently killed in 
action squad member. The story and 


dialogue are very well written as the — 


characters are deep and the connec- 
tions that grow with all the characters 
feel natural and real. 

As always with Halo, the game 
truly shines with the multiplayer. 
Whether it is 4-player co-op for the 
story missions or playing matches 
online, playing with your friends 
really enhances the experience. War 
stories will me born and told for years 
to come. These stories are the reason 
behind Halo's longevity and what 
keeps the fans glued to their TV's. 
Small tweaks to how the game han- 
dles, things like reload speed, the heft 
of the weapons, and the controls for 
the vehicles, really go a long way. 
The game is extremely well polished 
and fun both by yourself and with 
friends. If you're a Halo friend you 
probably have this already, but if you 
are new to the series this is a great 
place to jump in. 

What is really exciting now is to 
see what Microsoft will do with Halo. 
An extremely business minded com- 
pany like Microsoft will not let the 
franchise go. Even more interesting 
is what Bungie will do with their new 
10 year contract with Activision. 
Their one game before Halo was a 
flop, but we will see what they can do 
with all that they’ve learned from 
their success with Halo. 


Stand Up and Fight for Survival 


ae 


Photo from Standuptocancer.org 
(From Left) Evening News Anchors Brian Williams, 
Katie Couric and Diane Sawyer stand up together 
against cancer for the Stand Up 2 Cancer fundraising 
telecast which aired simultaneously on ABC, CBS, 
and NBC. 


i your ve accumi ated 80 quarter hours ior 60 
semester hours) of credii, you can transfer inose 
cade directly mio one of our 18-month Fast-Track 
degree compiciion programs. Choose from programs 
in FE commiunicaiions. management, leadership. and 
more, Do you have fess inan 80 credits? Don’t worry. 
we Reve options for yau foo. ; 


les not 100 late. Undergraduate and Fast-Track 
programs are launched muitipie fmes a year. Next 
programs begin this fall. 9/43/10. 


To leara more or start an application contact 
an enrolimert coach at 877.668.7727 or visit 
weww. noriheastern.edu/cps/ugtransfer 
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Art student showcases work 73“ 


Cheney pursues 
creative dreams 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


Behind every single piece of art is a 
purpose, a passion and reason. Some 
artists draw their imagination on 
paper or take a picture of real life, 
which manages to expresses their 
feelings or how they felt for one 
instant. 

Nevertheless, a artist or as 19 year 
old, NECC Illustration major, Megan 
Cheney says “people of a certain 
skill” are lacking in the world. 

It is comical Cheney would feel 
artists are rare in the world because 
she is an artist of a certain skill. 

Nowadays, in the technologically 

savvy era, thousands upon thousands 
of students flock to colleges, so they 
can learn the craft of conversing 
about the stock exchange or engi- 
neering. 
It doesn't matter what a person pur- 
sues for a career as long as they have 
- a passion behind the career they are 
following. 

But, what happened to all the stu- 
dents that had a passion, whether it 
was for film or history? 

Cheney is an individual whose, kind 
is almost extinct. She is following her 
creative intuition, hoping one day she 
can call it her career. 

Ever since Cheney can remember, 
she has had a niche for artwork, 


Ente 


Students winning 
attitude influences 


peers on campus 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Features Editor 


Students who have spent time at 
here on campus will recognize the 
familiar face of musician, and activist 
Stefan Trogisch, a student who wears 
many different hats around NECC. 

Trogisch is involved in the campus 
club Community Outreach Group 
where he just began his second 
semester as the club's Vice President. 
Additionally, -he is a participant in 
Amnesty International, 
Contemporary Affairs Club and the 
Sustainability Club. 

Regarding his extensive involve- 
ment in student clubs on campus, 
professor Meredith Gunning says 
“he's always focusing on what is pos- 
itive, and he is always drawing peo- 
ple to what is positive... the fact that 
he is so easy and outgoing and posi- 
tive about) [student clubs] ... has 
drawn others” 

Student involvement enhance a stu- 
dent's college experience, she says. 
Trogisch has naturally drawn others 
to be involved, playing a significant 
role in enhancing community, she 
says. “He shows up at events, he 
plays his music... he is dedicated... 
and that is infectious.” 

Friend Eric Kehoe says “he likes to 
help out... He is very passionate 
about changing the world for the bet- 
ter. 


although she does especially have a 
zeal for drawing. 
“Drawing has always been a strong 


point of mine, I also love photogra- 


phy, mechanical drawing, and graph- 
ic design,’ Cheney said. 

After just looking at one of her 
drawings a person can say Cheney is 
being extremely modest when 


describing her artwork. Following a ' 


glance at one of Cheney's drawings, a 
person can see she is a master at her 
craft. : 

“Drawing is based off observation. 
For me, my surroundings are my 
inspiration, especially when it comes 
to photography and drawing. Even if 
I draw up some funky cartoon, I base 
it off of what I see, or hear about,” 
Cheney explained. 

Cheney's artwork has an eccentric 
quality to it, which allows her to 
express herself as an individual. 

Behind every single figure and line 

within a frame is an element that rep- 
resents real life. 
This is something many of her 
friends have taken to heart as they 
have allowed her to design tattoos for 
them. 

“T have designed many tattoos for 
my friends in the past and have 
oodles of people ask me to draw them 
up something for their next ink fix,” 
Cheney said. 

She then added, “I feel honored and 
pretty cool to have someone have one 
of my designs permanently imbedded 
in their skin.” 

Apart, from having the privilege to 
design tattoos for her fellow compan- 


aining for activism 


“T think it's crazy that so many peo- 
ple in the world suffer and shouldn't 
have to” Trogisch says. 

His passion for change is an aspect 
that pervades much of his involve- 
ment in and outside of NECC. 
Outside involvements at NECC, he 
works for the Environmentalist 
Organization, the League of 
Conservation Voters, as a “canvass- 
er’ surveying persons regarding their 
political interests 
in the environment. 

In his spare time, 
he is also an avid 
“boarder”, skate- 
boarding and 
snowboarding 
whenever given the 
opportunity, . and 
could easily be 
mistaken for a 
California native 
with his love to 
surf saying “You 
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“T think it’s crazy 
that so many people 
in the world suffer 
and shouldn’t have 
to” - Stefan Trogisch 


ions, Cheney has received other 
rewards for her artwork. 

One recent, most notable honor for 
Cheney has been having one of her 
drawing chosen from dozens of other 
art pieces submitted to the school's 
prestigious literary arts magazine the 
“Parnassus” for publication. 

“Being in the 'Parnassus' was a huge 
step for me. I've won a bunch of art 
awards and contests in the past years, 
but being published in an actual mag- 
azine like Parnassus was dope,” 
Cheney stated. 

The recognition Cheney receives, 
doesn't expand her ego, as she 
acknowledges that she still needs 
more experience. 

“T'm just trying to get as much expe- 
rience in the art field as possible so I 
can excel later on in life,” Cheney 
explained. : 

Cheney does have a passion for art- 

work, not so much for school, but 
knows she must finish every term 
paper and math problem that may 
come her way. 
Without finishing her degree at 
Northern Essex and possibly trans- 
ferring to another school she under- 
stands that more than likely her 
dreams will remain dreams. 

“Both my school work and artwork 
are very important to me. I can't go 
anywhere in life without focusing on 
both of them,” Cheney said. 

As of yet Cheney doesn't know 
where her artwork will take her. 

One thing she knows for a fact is that 
she would like to be able earn a little 
bit of cash while enjoying the work 


teer work and personal efforts to 
make a difference, along with rela- 
tionships, hold the highest value. 

“T'm not materialistic... things 
shouldn't mean anything to you, your 
relationships are what matter. They 
should mean more to you than any- 
thing in your life.” 

He is laid back for sure, and loves to 
engage with others. He admits how- 
ever, the one thing that bothers him is 
ignorance. 

At age 17, ‘he 
says he became 
hungry for 
knowledge and 
sought to 
acquire knowl- 
edge about any 
topic of interest. 
“T just want to 
know as much as 
I possibly can” 
he says. This has 
resulted in 


get to be one with 
the environment... that's cool.” 
Trogisch is also the lead vocalist and gui- 
tarist for his band “Santiago and Dunbar,” 
a band he is in with friends Eric Kehoe and 
Shane Allen. 
Kehoe says “he's very outgoing... he 
always wants to do something” and 
describes Trogisch as “a reliable friend.” 
And Allen describes Trogisch as “sponta- 
neous,” “care free” and “a genuine person 
that doesn't want to do wrong by any- 
ne. ... his great people skills make getting 
to know who he is really is pretty 
easy.” 
In describing himself, Trogisch 
merely says that personally, volun- 


knowledge in a 
plethora of topics ranging from ran- 
dom trivia to music. 

Recently however, he has especially 
taken an interest in philosophy. 

“Tt's important to talk about” he says 
“It's cool to hear someone with a 
complete opposite viewpoint as 

e... I'm like 'that's cool, but here's 
what I think."” 

Gunning had Trogisch in 
Introductory Philosophy and _ said 
“He's not afraid to speak his mind” 
and “he's not afraid to engage in new 
ideas... even ideas he knows people 
will have strong ideas to... but yet he 
is very laid back and non-threaten- 


rr 


A sample of Cheney’s creative talents that were 


shown in the recent Parnasus Publication. 


she does. 

“Right now I'm just going with the 
flow. I have no clue what I want to do 
with my artwork besides make some 
cash in a way (that) I enjoy, meaning 
making art” 

Although Cheney, has thought about 
becoming a tattoo artist in the past, 
she still has opted to stay in school. 

“Obviously I enjoy artwork a lot 
more than my school work, but I 


Stefan. Trogisch playing guitar and singing read 
vocals with his band ‘Santiago and Dunbar’ 


ing... he is very funny too” she says. 
In a nutshell Trogisch summarizes 
his philosophy for life as “don't 
worry be happy” and he continues to 
initiate change and live in a way as to 
make the world a better place. 
Gunning says she has seen a dramat- 


ic improvement in Trogisch since he 2 


first started in her class, a change that 
makes her job worthwhile as a 
teacher. 

She also says there are many 


| 
need to complete all my classes to the | 
best of my ability in order to achieve 
my degree,” Cheney said. 

Wherever Cheney's passions man- 
age to take her, whether it is designs | | 
ing tattoos or drawing for the top 
shows on television, the truth is the 
NECC community is fortunate to 
have such a kind, unique artist among 
the community. 


Courtesy Photo 


philosophers that are a powerful 
voice against injustice, and, provide 
hope to those who seek to. make a dif- 
ference in the world. 

Similarly, there,i is extreme power 
through the inyolvement of one indi- 
vidual who cares, daily seeking to 
make the. world a better place and be! 
‘an influence to those around him. 
“Trogisch is one such example and 
will continue to influence many 
~ through his involvement at NECC. 


| ‘ment here at NECC, 


er i 
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New opportunities Campus 
clubs merge 


_NECC partners up 


| ‘with the Merrimack 
Valley Concert Band 


| By ELISABETH GREEN 


Features Editor 


i _ The Northern Essex Community 


College Music Program is now part- 
nering with the Merrimack Valley 


|| Concert Band providing music 


majors with the opportunity to per- 


form in a renowned 
| concert band while 
| earning” 
_ towards their major 


credits 


The result of this 
partnership benefits 
the musical depart- 


as well as the 


_Merrimack Valley 


Concert Band. 

“Tt will raise the profile of the 
band as well as give it a central loca- 
tion to meet” says band director 
Karen Mundo in a press release from 
college sources. “It fills a need at the 
college where there is currently no 
concert band ensemble and it pro- 
vides Northern Essex students with 
college credits.” 

The Merrimack Valley Concert 
Band is a traditional concert band 
comprised of approximately 40 
members of various ages from differ- 
ent towns across Massachusetts and 


| SHO 


New Hampshire. The band was orig- 
inally formed in 1922 and was 
reestablished in 1989 and has been 
actively performing ever since. It 
currently is comprised of 40 band 
members ranging from ages 12 to 90 
and plays a variety of popular tunes 
ranging from jazz to . swing, 
Broadway tunes and more, according 
to the b: nd web site. 

The conglomeration of talent and 
musical variety is a welcome addi- 
tion to the music program here at 
NECC where students can benefit 


It will offer an opportunity for students 
at NECC to perform with some of the 
best musicians in the area... 


— Anthony Beatrice 


from the added opportunity to per- 
form in a large concert band. 

The stipulations of the music 
major require students to be a mem- 
ber of a performing ensemble and 
while a concert ensemble was previ- 
ously not an option, students can 
now learn how to participate with an 
established concert band and broad- 
en their musical prospects. 

The partnership is win-win, pro- 
viding the Concert Band with an area 
to perform and practice as well as 


PACE keeps 
helping 


PACE granted five 
more years of 
funding 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinions Editor 

Northern Essex Community 
_ College has a unique educational sup- 
"port: system, which has aided stu- 
_ dents, since 1980, achieve success in 
college and beyond. The program is 


_know as PACE or the Pathway to 
| Academic and Career Excellence,and 


is currently serving 250 NECC stu- 


| dents and is of no cost to students. 


PACE is a program designed to 
help students that demonstrate aca- 


' demic and/or financial need. The aim 
of the program is to help them with 
complex aspects of the collegiate 


experience, particularly in the area of 


- transferring. 


Every five years, PACE must be 


; approved for funding and was recent- 
ly grantéd refunding for the next five 


"years front’ the? U.S. Department of 
_ Education. Accotding to the Director 


3 of PACE, Karen Mitchell; the process 


_ to be refunded is complex and com- 
_ petitive. 


One of the goals of PACE i is to 
help students become a “smart con- 


sumer” when it comes to getting an 


p education. They help participants 


decide, which college is the right 


choice for them when it comes to 
transferring. They do this by individ- 
ually discussing options with students 
and taking them on “field trips” to 
colleges in the area for tours. 

These trips help students decide, 
which college is best for them. Also, 
during these trips students are 
allowed to discuss what classes will 
transfer over to that specific college 
with a transfer advisor. 

In addition, to these field trips are 
weekly workshops offered to PACE 
students every single Monday at noon 
on both NECC campuses. 

The topics for these workshops 
range from identifying personal 
strengths using the StrengthsQuest 
assessment to creating their own 
resume. Also, this fall PACE is pilot- 
ing “efolios”, which are personalized 
online portfolios. 

The PACE program has also 
become an important part of the pub- 
lic by doing community service proj- 
ects every semester. Last year, they 
held a food drive for Haverhill's 
Homeless Shelter, Emmaus House 
and held a book drive for the 
Hennessey Elementary School in 
Lawrence. 

Also, for the service project this 
year on Sept. 11, students volunteered 
their time towards cleaning Bradford 
‘square. 

For additional information, visit 
the PACE website at 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/academ- 
ics/support-services/pace/. 


benefiting all parties involved with 
the addition of upcoming musical 
performances. 

“Tt will offer an opportunity for 
students at NECC to perform with 
some of the best musicians in the 
area and for the prestige of the group 
to increase” says band director 
Anthony Beatrice who will be over- 
seeing band activities at NECC. 

Beatrice is the recent director of 
the band who will be overseeing the 
rehearsals this fall as well as teach- 
ing the Concert Band class, that is 
required in order 
for students to 
participate in the 
concert band. 

Beatrice 
himself was 
involved in the 
Merrimack 
Valley Concert 
Band when he 
was in the sev- 
enth grade. He has since earned his 
bachelors and masters degrees from 
the University of Massachusetts 
Lowell. His musical experience 
ranges from regional to national lev- 
els. 

Students interested in becoming 
a member of the band are required to 
enroll in the Concert Band Class that 
will be taught under the instruction 
of Band director, Beatrice. The class 
is scheduled for Tuesday evenings at 
the Haverhill campus. 


PAY LESS! 


Reduced rent en select units 


Two well known 
campus clubs join 
together 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 
Campus Life Editor 


While at NECC students should 
look into different ways to spend 
their time, whether it be getting 
involved with various club and 
organizations the school has to offer 
or donating their time with others in 
need. 

This year, two campus clubs that 
allow you to spend your time wisely 
and help others have combined to 
form a powerful bond. 

Amnesty International © and 
Students for a Democratic Society 
(SDS) have teamed up in joint efforts 
to give back to our community and 
become a larger group. Run by 
Professor Andrew Morse, Amnesty 
International has made NECC a well 
known name. 

This club has given back to not 
only the school but also the world. 
They helped aid Haiti after the earth- 
quake, and have brought to light the 
horrors of human trafficking in vari- 
ous Third World countries. 

Amnesty International's mission 
is to bring equality to all, to end dis- 
crimination, racism, classism, as well 


as provide everyone with equal 
opportunities at NECC. 

Though this group is very vocal 
on the subject of human rights, and 
the preservation of such rights, they 
do not oppose any political system, 
or the government. 

SDS has a similar take on issues 
in our community, as AI does. Run by 
Professor Stephen Slaner, SDS was 
founded back in the early 1960's as a 
“Anti-Vietnam War’ effort. It-soon 
became well known throughout the 
nation, and at NECC. 

It is single handedly the largest 
student organization in the country 
and the numbers keep growing. 

“We are like the Phoenix rising 
from the ashes, strong and valiant as 
ever, Slaner joked while describing 
SDS to a group of NECC students. 

“We have spoken out against a lot 
of things in the past, and will contin- 
ue to do so with the help of Amnesty 
International,” Slaner stated. 

SDS has strived against injustice 
and prejudice which is why, when the 
smoking ban came to NECC, SDS 
with the help of its members and stu- 
dents organized a 'Smoke In' which 
turned out to bea hit. 

SDS felt as though this ban went 
against our rights as citizens and did- 
n't allow us to exercise our rights as 
free human beings. 

Both organizations have given a 
lot back to our community and 
school. We can expect big things 
from them this academic year. 


Restored from an historic mill building... 


* BRAND NEW — 
* 


2 BR: $1275” 


ce 


out our Security Depo it Specials! 


2016 INCOME LIMITS @ 80% 


1 Person: $45,100; 2 Person 


tailor made for the way you live 


°+ children’s playroom 
| 


Call 888-744-2787 
www.hayesapts.com 


14. Granite St., 


Haverhill, 


MA 
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18 inning baseball game ends in tie 


NECC Knights 
geared up and ready 
for the season 


By RIcK INGHAM 
Staff Writer 


Along with volunteering to honor and 
remember those who were affected by the 
Sept. 11, terrorist attacks by donating their 
time at the Emmaus House the NECC 
Knights have been busy practicing for 


the Frozen Ropes, a summer league 
team consisting of high school sen- 
iors, from primarily Division I 
schools, gave the Knights an oppor- 
tunity to test the waters. 

“It's good competition,” said 
assistant coach Bob Gibbons, 
“It's more for our team to show- 
case what we've got in our 
incoming freshmen and what 
they have. So we weren't really 
too concerned with the score or 
the outcome, just what they can 
do in certain situations.” 

Team Captain and short stop 


their upcoming season. Ray Roman -said, “After 18 

After innings I 
holding Was 
tryouts C 6 CLazy is 
on Sept. e Teh vexn 
8 and 10 Welook great... wejustcan’t .oa.q 
the team wait to start. “Yeah, we 
Wa as ; 

just had 

ready and NY Ray Roman an 18 
anxious inning 
to get out game. 
onto the Like 
field and the score didn't matter it's just seeing 
play a game. what the team looks like-in different 


The NECC Knights tied 6 to 6 in 
an early season scrimmage against 
the Frozen Ropes this past Sunday on 
their home field. 

The game went 18 innings with 
the final score being 6 to 6, our 
Knights tied against the summer 
league team from Maine. 

Last Sunday's scrimmage against 


situations.” Roman is positive 
about the lineup for this season. 

“Our whole outfield is all 
new, we've got some speedy 
guys out there that can cover a 
lot of ground.” He continued, 
“We look great, our defense is 
great, our pitching is great, and 
we just can't wait to start.” 
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photo by Sue MacAvoy 


Some members from the NECC Knights are pictured here volunteering on the 


Sept. 11 Day of Service. 


The current team, over 20 
players in all, is a mixture of first 
and second year students who 
will most likely continue on to 
four year colleges 

“We do all that we can do to 
make sure that when they leave 
here, they're better, they're 
stronger, better hitters and better 


pitchers,” said Gibbons, “In the 
field, off the field, in the class- 
room, we want to make sure 
they're prepared for baseball and 
beyond.” 

The team is hoping they can continue 
on after last seasons strong finish. They 
finished as Massachusetts Community 
College Athletic Conference semi- finalist 


for the year of 2009. 

The last time the team was the 
Massachusetts College Athletic 
Conference State Champions was 
in the year 2005. 


The next chance you have to 
catch a baseball game will be on | 
Sunday Oct. 17 at Southern New 
Hampshire University at noon. 


WHAT WILL 
YOU DO? 


When Omar transferred to RWU. 

he knew he wanted to jump right 
into the community. A member 

of the Multicultural Student 

Union and an Orientation Advisor, 

Omar made connections all over 
campus. When the English major 
decided te take a class in Latino! 
Latina Literature, the fact that 
RWU didn’t offer one didn’t stop 
him. Omar proposed the class, 
found a professor to teach it, 
rounded uy me students and 
had the course accepted by the 
Provost. Omar is paving his own 

at RWU. What will you do? 


WWw.rwu.edu 


Class of 2011 
North Providence, R.L. 


One Old Ferry Road + Bristol, RI 02809 


(800) 45 


admit@rwu.edu 
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: Shrimp . § By Garrett Pekar 


ITV'S NOT HEALTHY, 
YOU KNOW. 


‘ WE REALLY SHOULDN'T EAT 
> ALL THIS FAST FOOD. 


THERE ARE SO MANY [2 
CRAZY IDEAS To DEBUNK.|é 
CREATIONISM, ASTROLOGY. 
ALIENS .TUE FLITURE 
SURVIVAL OF NEWSPAPERS, 


BuT IS iT EVEN WORTH 
ENGAGING IN DEBATES 
OW NON-SENSICAL POINTS 
OF VIEW? DOESN'T IT 
TUST PROVIDE A FALSE 
IMPRESSION OF CREDIBILITY 


MAYBE WE SHOLILD 
TUST IGNORE THEM 
ALTOGETHER. BY USING 
LEGITIMATE DISCUSSIONS, 
WE CAN LEAD BY EXAMPLE, 
WHICH MAY BE MORE 
CONSTRUCTIVE IN 


I HAVE TWO WORDS 
FOR You! RUTHLESS 


‘S THE 
LEAST CONSTRUCTIVE 
SOLUTION OF ALL/ 


ee oe 


— 


, 


; : by 
Lo) 
RACKART AC Ket eke 


HES STATUS N 
ReAo “HIOING 


AT 443 18TH St.* So 


THE SAMURAI OF PUZZLES By The Mepham Group 


Level: 


SNOOLYY? Zitys 1H 


WODYROVUSVIOVYYMMM 


EAN 
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Bob DeAngelis an Auto CAD major vol- — 
unteered for “Happy Dogs of New 
England,”using skills he learned in __ 
advanced digital photography to support 

a good cause. DeAngelis will be work- 

ing on this project throughout the 

semester as a Service Learning com- 
ponent for his class. f 


photo by Bob DeAngelis Sy o é j 


At the Sept. 11, event “Happy Dogs of 
New England” was able to place over 
50 dogs in new and happy homes and 
foster homes. This event took place at 
777 Willow Drive in Manchester, NH. 
The organization works with Southern 
rescues to place dogs in New England 
homes. They run transports one to two 
times per month. They are always 
looking for volunteers. For more infor- 
mation you can go to their website: 
www.happydogsofnewengland.org 


photo by Bob DeAngelis 


Bob DeAngelis’ teacher Brian Ward, a ~ 
member of the Service Learning | $i. 
Committee, is looking forward to nomi- 
nating DeAngelis for a NECC Service — 
Learning award for the Service | 

Learning Awards ceremony in Per 
December. ie 


